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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-13 are examined. 

Examiner's note: Examiner has pointed out particular references contained in tlie prior art of record in tlie 
body of this action for the convenience of the Applicant. Although the specified citations are 
representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the specific limitations within the individual 
claim, other passages and figures may apply. Applicant, in preparing the response, should consider fully 
the entire reference as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the content of 
the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed by the Examiner. 

The US Patent and Trademark Office has vacated the Notice of Non-Compliant 
Amendment of 6/4/2008; this Office Action is responsive to the papers filed 2/4/2008. 



Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 1/23/2008 was filed 
after the mailing date of the Non Final Rejection on 1 1/8/2007. The submission is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examiner. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claim 1-13 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ikeda et al. 
(5937391) 

As per claim 1 
Ikeda et al. discloses: 
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A point management method tliat manages points tliat are given to a user, comprising: 
(Col 2, lines 23-27) 

• a step of confirming an expiration date of points of a giving source user, after 
accepting a request for giving points from the giving source user of points, by 
referring to a user database that stores information of the number of points 
that the user has and the expiration date, according to each member; (Fig. 8; 
Col 8, lines 29-36) 

• a step of accepting designation of a giving number of points and a giving 
destination user from the giving source user, in a case where the expiration 
date of points of the giving source user has not passed; and;(Fig. 
^3,[Donation]F\g. ^4[Donation], Fig. 1, Col 3, lines 52-58; ) 

• a step of subtracting the designated giving number of points from the number 
of points of the giving source user that is stored in said user database, and 
adding the giving number of points to the number of points of the giving 
destination user that is stored in said user database. (Fig.4, Fig. 8, Fig. 19, 
Col 2, lines 39-42; Co/ 9, lines 62-67; Col 10, lines 1-2; 31-46) 

As per claim 2 
Ikeda et al. discloses: 

The point management method according to claim 1, further comprising: 

• a step of extracting information of a user that belongs to the same group as 
the group that the giving source user belongs, from a belonging database that 
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stores information, correlating a user and a group to which the user belongs; 
(Fig. 14: it is determined whether customer belongs to point shop group or 
not.) 

• a step of providing the extracted information of users to the user terminal of 
the giving source user, as information of candidates of being the giving 
destination user; and (Col 4, lines 18-26: For a subscriber to get a member 
charge or commission, candidate information must be given to the giving 
user; Col 4, lines 55-60.) 

• a step of accepting a user, selected by the giving source user, from the 
candidates of the giving destination user, as the giving destination user. (Col 
4, lines 26-33) 

As per claim 3 
Ikeda et al. discloses: 

The point management method according to claim 1, further comprising a step of 
extracting information of the group to which the giving destination user belongs and the 
group to which the giving source user belongs, from the belonging database that stores 
information, correlating a user and a group to which the user belongs, and making 
giving of point possible to the giving destination user, in a case where the group to 
which the giving destination user belongs and the group to which the giving source user 
belongs match. (Col 6, lines 6-17.) 
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As per claim 4 
Ikeda et al. discloses: 

The point management method according to claim 1, further comprising: 

• a step of determining whether the expiration date of points of the giving 
destination user has passed, by referring to said user database; and (Col 5, 
lines 35-38.) 

• a step of making giving of points possible to the giving destination user from 
the giving source user, in a case where the expiration date of the giving 
destination user has not passed. (Fig. 14, Fig. 15) 

As per claim 5 
Ikeda et al. discloses: 

A management computer that is connected to a user database that stores information of 
the number of points that a user has and expiration date of the points that the user has, 
correlating it with identification information of the user, comprising: (Fig. 4) 

• a request receiving unit which receives a request for giving of points, 
including identification information of the giving source user, from a terminal, 
via a network; (Fig. 4, Points issuing process performance unit(22)) 

• an expiration date confirming unit which searches the user database based 
on the identification information of the giving source user, and confirms that 
the expiration date of points of the giving source member that is stored in the 
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user database, has not passed; (Fig. 4, Patrol Process Performing Unit (24), 
Points Management Process (21); Fig.7, S4,S6; Fig 10, S1 1, SI 5.) 

• a giving content receiving unit wliicli receives information tliat specifies tine 
giving number of points and giving destination user, from said terminal, via 
said network, in a case where it is confirmed that the expiration date of points 
of the giving source user has not passed; and (Fig. 4, Patrol Process 
Performing Unit (24), Points Management Process (21); Fig.7, S4,S6; Fig 10, 
S11,S15.) 

• a point number updating unit which subtracts the giving number of points from 
the number of points of the giving source user that is stored in said user 
database, and adds the giving number of points to the number of points of the 
giving destination user that is stored in said user database. (Fig. 4, Points 
Redeeming Process Performing Unit (23), Points Management Process (21); 
Fig. 14, Fig. 15; Col 10, lines 50-51; 63-64 [there is a transfer from the 
customer account to the account of the payee], [the number of points for 
each shop after the number of redeeming points is subtracted is stored 
in the points management table in step S31]) 

As per claim 6 
ll<eda et al. discloses: 

The management computer according to claim 5, wherein, 

said management computer is further connected to a belonging database that stores 
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identification information of each user and group identification information of the group 
to which the user belongs, and the user information of each user is further stored in said 
user database, and said giving content receiving unit: 

• extracts identification information of users correlated with the same group 
identification information as the group identification information of the group, 
which the giving source user belongs to, from said belonging database, and 
extracts user information that corresponds to the identification information of the 
extracted users, from said user database; (Col 2, lines 28-37; Fig. 14, Fig. 18) 

• sends the extracted user information as information of candidates of the giving 
destination user, to the terminal of the giving source user; and (Fig. 10, Col 8, 
lines 37-47) 

• receives from said terminal, information indicating the giving destination user, 
which is designated from the candidates of the giving destination user, by the 
giving source user. (Fig. 7, Col 6, line 9-17.) 

As per claim 7 
Ikeda et al. discloses: 

The management computer according to claim 5, wherein said management computer 
is further connected to a belonging database that stores identification information of 
users and group identification information of the group to which said user belongs, 
correlated with each other, and said point number updating unit: 
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• extracts group identification information of the group to which the giving 
destination user belongs and group identification information of the group to 
which the giving source user belongs, from said belonging database; (Col 2, lines 
28-37; Fig.7, S4: Fig. 14, S20, S21, S34; Fig. 18) 

• determines whether the extracted group identification information matches or not; 
and (Fig. 7, S4; Fig.14, S20, S21; Fig. 15, S40) 

• makes giving of points to the giving destination user possible, in a case where 
the extracted group identification information matches. (Col 11, lines 64-67, Col 
12, line 1-20) 

As per claim 8 
Ikeda et al. discloses: 

The management computer according to claim 5, wherein said point number updating 
unit determines whether the expiration date of points of the giving destination user has 
passed or not, by referring to said user database, and makes giving of points from the 
giving source user to the giving destination user possible, in a case where the expiration 
date of points of the giving destination user has not passed. (Col 6, lines 33-38.) 

As per claim 9 
Ikeda et al. discloses: 

A computer readable recording medium that stores a program for controlling a computer 
to execute: 
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• a step of receiving a request of point giving, including identification information of 
tlie giving source user, from a terminal, via a network; (Fig. 3, Fig.4 (22), Col. 5, 
lines 40-46; Col. 10, lines 5-10.) 

• a step of searching a user database that stores the number of points that a user 
has and the expiration date, based on the identification information of the giving 
source user, and confirms that the expiration date of points of the giving source 
user, which is stored in the user database, has not passed; (Fig. 3, Fig.7, S6) 

• a step of obtaining information that specifies the giving number of points and the 
giving destination user, from said terminal, via said networl<, in a case where it is 
confirmed that the expiration date of points of the giving source user has not 
passed; and(Fig. 3, Fig. 10, S11) 

• a step of subtracting the giving number of points from the number of points of the 
giving source user, stored in the user database, and adding the giving number of 
points to the number of points of the giving destination user, stored in the user 
database. (Fig. 3; Fig. 14, S24,S25.) 

As per claim 10 
\ke6a et al. discloses: 

The computer readable recording medium according to claim 9, that stores said 
program for further controlling a computer to execute: 

• a step of extracting the identification information of the users correlated with the 
same group identification information as the group identification information of 
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the group, which the giving source user belongs to, from the belonging database 
that stores the identification information of the users and the identification 
information of the group to which the user belongs correlated with each other; 
(Fig. 3, Fig. 4, Fig. 7, S2,S3,S4; Fig. 14, S20,S21, Fig. 17, S47, Fig. 19) 

• a step of extracting the user information that corresponds to the extracted 
identification information of the user, from the user database that further stores 
user information of each user; (Fig. 3, Fig. 4, Fig. 7, S2,S3,S4; Fig. 14, S20,S21, 
Fig.17, S47,.) 

• a step of sending the extracted user information to the terminal of the giving 
source user, as information of candidates of the giving destination user; and (Fig. 
2, 5 (Sales Notification); Col4, lines 55-60; Fig. 18, Col12, lines 53-60) 

• a step of receiving from said terminal, information indicating the giving 
destination user, selected from the candidates of the giving destination user. (Fig. 
14, S20, S21; Fig. 19) 

As per claim 1 1 
Ikeda et al. discloses: 

The computer readable recording medium according to 20 claim 9, that stores said 
program for further controlling a computer to execute a step of: 

• extracting group identification information of the group to which the giving 
destination user belongs and the group identification information of the group to 
which the giving source user belongs, from the belonging database that stores. 
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correlating with each other, identification information of the user and group 
identification information of the group to which the user belongs; (Fig. 13, Fig. 14, 
S24, S25, S31) 

• determining whether the extracted group identification information matches; and 
(Fig. 14, S20,S21; Fig. 16) 

• making possible the giving of points to the giving destination user, in a case 
where the extracted group identification information matches. (Fig. 14, S30, S32, 
S33) 



As per claim 12 
Ikeda et al. discloses: 

The computer readable recording medium according to claim 9, that stores said 
program for further controlling a computer to execute: 

• a step of determining whether the expiration date of the points of the giving 
destination user has passed or not, by referring to the user database; and (Fig. 1 , 
Fig. 3, Fig.4, Fig. 7, S6, Fig. 8, the management terms shows the expiration date 
of points.) 

• a step of making possible the giving of points to the giving destination user from 
the giving source user, in a case where the expiration date of points of the giving 
destination user has not passed. (Fig.7, S6, Fig. 8, Fig. 10, S11; Fig. 14, S21) 



As per claim 13 
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Ikeda et al. discloses: 

A computer data signal, embedded in a carrier wave, and representing a program for 
controlling a computer, which is connected to a user database that stores correlating, 
the number of points that a user has and information of expiration date with the 
identification information of the user, to execute: 

• a step of receiving a request for giving points, including identification information 
of the giving source user, from a terminal via a network;(Fig.1-3) 

• a step of searching the user database, based on the identification information of 
the giving source user, and confirming that the expiration date of the points of the 
giving source user, stored in the user database has not passed ;(Fig. 3, Fig. 7, S6; 
Fig.10, S11) 

• a step of obtaining information that specifies the giving number of points and the 
giving destination user from said terminal via said network, in a case where it is 
confirmed that the expiration date of the points of the giving source user has not 
passed; and (Fig.5, Fig. 7, S6; Fig. 10, S11) 

• a step of subtracting the giving number of points from the number of points of the 
giving source user, stored in the user database, and adding the giving number of 
points to the number of points of the giving destination user, stored in the user 
database. (Fig. 14) 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments file on 2/4/2008 have been fully considered but are not 
persuasive. Regarding claims 1,5,9, and 13, examiner interprets the phrase "giving 
source usei" and "giving destination usei", as Ikeda's "merctiant users" and customer 
users" in the online shopping mall. Applicant does not use the word customer in the 
claims. Accounts are kept in the points management table where points are transferred 
between merchants and customers and adjustments to point totals are made. In 
addition, Ikeda allows for donation of points to charity organizations, a member of the 
customer's family, and other users. Applicants arguments are narrower than the claims. 



Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to COLLEEN HOAR whose telephone number Is (571 )270- 
3447. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Thursday 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric Stamber can be reached on 571-272-6724. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jeffrey D. Carlson/ Colleen Hoar 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3622 Examiner 

Art Unit 3622 

/C. H./6/9/2008 



